THE  WORLD  SOUL
What did Jesus mean by paradise ? Certainly not the after-death. The Churches declare that Jesus descended into hell, bu^ neither did he say this. He was going to Paradise, or to the belly of the earth, for three days. It is necessary to remember this. For nowhere does he say he was about to die, or go to the Father, his term for his death. He always knew exactly what he meant and said it. He never used two terms for one thing. He was always absolutely accurate. Nowhere else does he use the word Paradise. It was not his term for death.
It seems clear that with one exception none of his disciples were present at the crucifixion. As Jesus had said would be the case they were offended because of him. Peter had denied him out of fear. No doubt they were in hiding. But he was not utterly abandoned. Afar off were some women and near by
were three women and a man.
fc
" Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.
"When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son !
u Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home."
This is most significant and must be remembered.